Languet    I must undergo; nevertheless, I would not refuse
to Sidney my assistance to a man who excels all whom I
know, in wisdom, and from whom I am contin-
ually receiving the greatest kindness.

Nothing troubles me more, than that I must de-
part from hence just at the time when I hoped
you would come hither; for I hear that your no-
ble sister has been safely delivered of a beauti*
ful boy, and so has made her husband and all
of you her near relations happy. I rejoice that
she is relieved of her danger, and you all from
your anxiety, and I congratulate you on the hap-
piness which I am sure possesses you. In truth,
some share of the happiness reaches even me;
for her singular excellence and her generosity to
me, though she never knew me, made me not a
little anxious on her account, until the news was
brought me of her safe delivery.

Antwerp, May 6^ ij8o.

LXXIV

Languet to Sidney

ONE great advantage of your regard for me
I find in this, that there is hardly one of
those whom you have made your friends
who does not desire to obtain my friendship,
because he knows that you love me. Such of
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